INAUGURAL ADDRESS

of
GOVERNOR BRENDAN T. BYRNE

(Delivered by Governor Byrne at the Wor Memorial Building
Jan. 15, 1974.)

Reverend Clergy, Mr. Chief Justice, my Distinguished
Predecessors, Members of the Legislature, my family, friends
and fellow citizens:

We begin today the task of proving that our best beliefs
about each other and ourselves can become the reality upon
which free government is built.

We begin today to prove that a government can be honest
... can be effective . . . can learn to listen . . . ean better
the quality of our daily lives.

The first generation of Amerlcans made no warranty on
our future. They gave New Jersey, and the rest of the Na-
tion, a Constitution, and a process, for us to use or destroy.
Providence gave us more: fertile fields, a magnificent coast-
line, and power to build our industries.

But neither God nor man can give us a government that
will serve us and not bleed us. That is for us to bulld.
That is what we must try to do. And we must try to do
this without illusions, without the false hopes of distant
saviours, but with a firm understanding that while we are
in trouble, we have an enormous reservolr of strength and
dedication.

I took an oath to uphold our Constitution at a time when
men at the highest levels of national leadership have been
found wanting in their loyalty to that Constitution ; and at
a time when the sense of outrage that has swept our land
has immobilized our national leadership. I make this pledge
to rebuild New Jersey—physically and politically—at a time
when forces we once looked to for help seem unable or
unwilling to make that effort.

So be it. For it is time to stop looking beyond our borders
and to look to the people of New Jersey—to ourselves. To
others, this state may be a passageway from one metropolis
to another, or a place in which to invest money. Those of
us here today have invested far more; our Hves, our
children’s lives, our most enduring dreams of a good life.
No government can deliver our dreams to our doorsteps.
What government can do—and what I pledge to do—lis to
help build the kind of public policy which enables each of
us to fulfill our dreams by our own hands.

That task begins here and nmow. And it begins by using
the powers of public policy to keep our state’s government
and our leaders honest. Perhaps human nature will limit



what can be done. Perhaps public indifference will again

allow lawless men to be leaders in a lawful society. But
we will not lose the battle without a fight.

This means, first, that the government of New Jersey is
not for sale: not to the speculators, not to the easy money
men. If this administration is remembered for nothing else,
I want it to be remembéred as the last administration
elected in the marketplace of private finaneial campaign
contributions,

Therefore, I ask the Legislature for a law providing for the
public financing of anl future gubernatorial campaigns and
for striet, enforced controls on the flow of private wealth
into political hands. This will not be an easy law to pass
or enforce, but it will be one of the most vigorous fights I
will make. We must free the political process from the
chains of wealth, just as we freed it from the chaing of
political tyranny.

In addition, we will seek methods—such as post ecard
registration of voters—to encourage and enlarge participa-
tion in the political process.

If our national Congress and Executive are too fearful to
restore’that process to the people, then Iet New Jersey lead
the way.

. Honesty is necessary for New Jersey. But it is not suffi-
cient. For beyond the question of integrity is the question
9f what we do as a state: how we shape the future, or let
it shape us. Right now, as we meet, tens of thousands of
our children are in schools. What they learn and how they
learn will determine how they will live ang work for the rest
of their lives.

To live with an educational system that does not reach
and teach as many children ag is humanly possible, to chart
& young child’s future on the basis of family wealth or
neighborhood affluence, is to impose an unequal burden that
mocks th.e deepest faith of our American system : the faith
that ability, not nobility of birth or income, is the test of
how well a citizen will achieve in hig life.

T‘he. opportunity for the same education ag a neighbor is
the m}mmum a state can do. New Jersey is not doing that
now: Therefore, I will call the State Legislature into special
fieslsllo:miin la;f spriz;]g to meet the mandate of the Constitu-

make a ¢
chldren s, reatity, orough and effieient education for our

There 15 much more to be done. People are with jol
and hope; a rafl system must be rebl:ult; awmagllitﬁggzl::
shoreline s in danger; crime saps the vitality from our
citie§; more housing must be built; senior citizens should
be given the opportunity to live ip dignity,

While there ig much to do, there is also much to build on.
We h_ave almost all of the major business enterprises at
work in New Jersey ; we have great colleges and universities ;

we have the minds from more than 600 resea.l:ch laborgt(ﬁaiceﬁ:
working on every conceivable problem of science an
nology, that can be put to work on our problems. bseare
And'I do not want our political differences to o scgh
the enduring contributions m;}de to this staﬂ:e biighe:
administration of Governor Oah(llni 13 ﬁ;ﬁas(}il;%rn%i Hehor
ation, the environment, and lan y
ﬁilslcdemonstrated a capacity fqr courage and hard work that
¢ to draw on in the coming years. .
! 1;x(ipbuilding, we have each other—-lm. (i)ae thanhie\zle;lv em;l‘l)?:
ople, often at odds with conflicting deas, w
El?el%ss determined that New Jersey is where their lives
i ent. .
WllI1 ::nlslgtnpromise our people a life of ease during the nex(;:
four years, but I can promise them egual rights for all an
rivileges for none. .
Speldgnll)mt pximise that my administration will be free og
mistakes, but I can promise that we will not fail because o
lacency or lack of understanding. X
co?p;ﬁmog promise that this administration will leave
nothing undone, but I can promise an end to the poli‘tic.s of
impotency that drowns itself in s(;rveys and commissions
falls to carry out meaningful r orms.
bqu: caz?not promise that this administration will be las
popular when it leaves office as it is today, but I can prom :e
that your government will be largely what you choose to
ke it. . .
maAﬁd I can promise that my actions will not be gmdedl.by
partisan political considerations. 11_1 its _day-to—dqy hand }Cllllg
of affairs of state, this administration will be guided byb «ta
words of Woodrow Wilson: “If you think too much al ou"
being re-elected, it is very difficult to be worth re-electing.
] tless. We are
Today, our people, like the nation, are res .
living viith a national government that is hard to bellleve
and almost impossible to trust. That aspect of theseitumi:
adds urgeney to our mission. For what a great th n% h
would be if we could send a simple message from our state
to the nation . . . a message that an involved and inter-
ested people can inspire an honest, open and efficient govern-
ment. . . i
So, we recommit ourselves to a very old idea—that ,,ov;r!il
ment is a common venture between the people and their
leaders. We now begin our venture, to make the futurg a§
good, as fair and as just as it can be. It is that spirit

' hope to bring to our work in the next four years. In that

task I ask your help and God's.



