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NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THREE YEARS.

ON THE COLD JANUARY DAY WHEN I RAISED MY HAND TO BE

SWORN IN TO THIS GREAT OFFICE, NEW JERSEY FACED A TIME OF

TESTING. I SAID THAT THE NATION WOULD BE WATCHING HOW WE MET

THE MANY CHALLENGES BEFORE US AT THAT TIME.

THOSE CHALLENGES WERE DEMANDING -- AND OUR RESPONSE HAS

BEEN FORTHRIGHT AND POWERFUL.

IN THAT INAUGURAL ADDRESS, I ASKED THE PEOPLE OF NEW

JERSEY TO JOIN ME IN SUMMONING ALL OF OUR RESOURCES FOR THE

TASKS AT HAND. THEIR RESPONSE HAS BEEN A RESOUNDING BURST

OF PRIDE AND ENERGY THAT IS NOW SEEN AND FELT NOT ONLY IN OUR

STATE, BUT ACROSS THIS NATION.



TODAY, THREE YEARS AND SOME MONTHS LATER, NEW JERSEY IS

NO LONGER A FOLLOWER -- NEW JERSEY IS A LEADER.

I COME BEFORE YOU TODAY BECAUSE I’M VERY PROUD OF WHAT

NEW JERSEY HAS ACCOMPLISHED.

SINCE I TOOK THAT OATH IN JANUARY OF 1982, OVER 300, 000

JOBS HAVE BEEN CREATED IN NEW JERSEY -- THE GREATEST EMPLOYMENT

SURGE IN FOUR DECADES.

WE’VE ADDED JOBS AT A RATE TWICE AS FAST AS THE COUNTRY

AS A WHOLE.

IN JANUARY OF 1982, OUR UNEMPLOYMENT RATE STOOD AT 9.2%,

FAR HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. WE’VE DROPPED THAT

RATE BY OVER THREE FULL PERCENTAGE POINTS -- AND IT IS NOW

MORE THAN A FULL POINT BELOW THE NATIONAL RATE.

I ENTERED OFFICE FACING A THREE BILLION DOLLAR BACKLOG

OF NEEDED TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS -- THIS AT A TIME WHEN

MUCH OF NEW JERSEY’S CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LAY DORMANT.



WE HAVE ATTACKED THAT BACKLOG. IT IS BEING ELIMINATED,

ROAD BY ROAD, BRIDGE BY BRIDGE, ALL OVER THIS STATE.

TODAY OUR CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IS BOOMING. IT IS

BUILDING NOT JUST ROADS AND BRIDGES -- BUT HOUSES AND OFFICE

BUILDINGS AND STORES.

VIRTUALLY EVERY ECONOMIC INDICATOR THE STATISTICIANS

KEEP IS AT A RECORD HIGH -- RETAIL SALES, NEW CAR SALES,

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS, NEW BUSINESS INCORPORATIONS. THE

LIST GOES ON.

THE FACT IS THAT NEW JERSEY FACED A TREMENDOUS CHALLENGE.

WE’VE TURNED THAT CHALLENGE INTO A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY.

THE FACT IS THAT NEW JERSEY IS IN THE MIDST OF AN

ECONOMIC EXPLOSION -- AN EXPLOSION FUELED NOT BY GOVERNMENT,

BUT BY THE VITALITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE. THIS

ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN HELPING THOSE WHO CREATE JOBS,

NOT HINDERING THEM.

VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE 330,000 JOBS WE’VE ADDED IN THESE

LAST THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR.



OUR GOVERNNENT HAS NOT CREATED MAKE-WORK JOBS IT HAS

CREATED THE ENVIRONNENT TO ATTRACT REAL, LONG LASTING PRODUCTIVE

JOBS.

OUR GOVERNNENT STOPPED CREATING PROBLEMS -- AND STARTED

WORKING FOR SOLUTIONS.

WE?VE STOPPED TAXING PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES OUT OF THE

STATE. WE’VE CUT TAXES INSTEAD -- THE NET WORTH TAX, THE

INHERITANCE TAX, THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE SURTAX.

AND TODAY, JOBS ARE STREAMING INTO NEW JERSEY BY THE

THOUSANDS.

WE’VE CUT THE FAT OUT OF GOVERNMENT -- AND CREATED A

STATE WORK FORCE MORE DEDICATED TO SERVICE THAN TO BUREAUCRACY.

WE’VE USED MODERN MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES TO “DO MORE WITH

LESS” -- AND CUT $100 MILLION A YEAR IN UNNECESSARY SPENDING

FROM THE BUDGET.

WHAT I HAVE TRIED TO DO IN THESE LAST THREE YEARS IS

CARRY THE SPIRIT OF REFORM -- THE WILL TO BE THE BEST -- AND



THE KNOWLEDGE THAT NEW JERSEY CAN BE BEST-- TO EVERY CORNER

OF THIS STATE.

WE CONFRONTED THE PROBLEMS IN OUR SCHOOLS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE

BLUEPRINT FOR EDUCATION REFORM IN NEW JERSEY -- A BLUEPRINT

DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE BOTH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE TO

REACH FOR EXCELLENCE; TO BREATHE NEW LIFE AND NEW IDEAS INTO

THE CLASSROOM BY ATTRACTING NEW TALENT; AND THEN TO GIVE OUR

SCHOOLS THE TOOLS THEY NEED

TO DO THE JOB. I BELIEVE IF WE CONTINUE ON THIS PATH, NEW

JERSEY WILL HAVE THE BEST SCHOOLS IN THE NATION.

WE HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT NEW JERSEY’S CHILDREN ARE NEW

JERSEY’S HOPE FOR TOMORROW, AND WE HAVE ACTED ON THAT RECOGNITION.

AND OUR COLLEGES LONG NEGLECTED ARE BEING GIVEN THE TOOLS,

TOOLS THEY NEED AND THE FREEDOM TO PURSUE THEIR INDIVIDUAL

PATHS TO GREATNESS.

WE HAVE LOOKED THE PROBLEM OF CRIME SQUARELY IN THE EYE.

AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF CLIMBING CRIME RATES AND OVERCROWDED

PRISONS, WE SAID ENOUGH. WE HAVE ENACTED TOUGH NEW LAWS, PUT



MORE POLICEMEN ON THE STREETS, AND BUILT THE PRISONS NECESSARY

TO ASSURE THAT CRIMINALS SERVE OUT THEIR FULL SENTENCES.

AS A RESULT, IN THE LAST THREE YEARS OUR CRIME RATE IS

DOWN OVER 20%.

WE HAVE ASSAULTED OUR GARDEN STATE’S COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTAL

PROBLEMS WITH A COMMITMENT TO A CLEAN NEW JERSEY.

WE HAVE BLAZED A PATH INTO AREAS WHERE OTHER STATES ARE

TAKING THEIR FIRST TIMID LOOK. WE HAVE BEGUN THE LONG,

DIFFICULT TASK OF CLEANING UP OUR TOXIC WASTES, AND AS BILL

RUCKELSHAUS PUT IT, WE ARE ALREADY “LIGHT YEARS AHEAD OF ANY

OTHER STATE”. WE HAVE ADVANCED A LONG-TERM SOLUTION FOR

GARBAGE DISPOSAL WHEN OTHER STATES ARE JUST WAKING UP TO THE

PROBLEM. WE HAVE FOUGHT TO PROTECT OUR OCEAN. WE HAVE

PRESERVED OUR PRECIOUS PINELANDS AND ADDED THOUSANDS OF ACRES

TO NEW JERSEY STATE PARKS.

IN THREE YEARS, WE HAVE HELPED BUILD A CLEANER, SAFER,

MORE PRODUCTIVE NEW JERSEY.



WE’VE BROUGHT OUT OUR STATE’S VITALITY.

WE’VE AWAKENED THE PROMISE OF THE HUDSON WATERFRONT, AND

SPARKED NEW SALES OF SOUTH JERSEY’S FARM PRODUCTS.

WE’VE BROUGHT THOUSANDS OF NEW BEACHLOVERS TO THE JERSEY

SHORE, AND BROUGHT NEW JOBS TO OUR NORTHERN CITIES.

NEW JERSEY IS DOING WELL, BUT WE CAN DO EVEN BETTER.

NOTHING BUT A RETURN OF OUR OLD DOUBTS CAN HOLD US BACK.

WE MUST NEVER TURN BACK THE CLOCK. WE MUST NEVER

RETURN TO THE OLD DAYS OF MORE GOVERNMENT, OF TIRED SCHOOLS,

OF MISSED OPPORTUNITIES, OF FAILED PROMISES AND OF SELF

DOUBT.

WE HAVE BUILT THE FOUNDATION, NOW WE MUST BUILD ON THAT

FOUNDATION. WE MUST NOT REST UNTIL EVERY MAN AND WOMAN IN

OUR STATE WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB.

WE MUST PRESS ON UNTIL OUR CHILDREN, WHETHER THEY LIVE

IN A CITY SUBURB OR A FARM, ARE GUARANTEED THE RIGHT TO A

FIRST CLASS EDUCATION. NOW, MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, THAT



EDUCATION WILL DETERMINE NOT ONLY THEIR FUTURE BUT THE FUTURE

OF OUR STATE AND COUNTRY.

AND, WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THE LAND WE OCCUPY

TODAY IS BUT A TRUST FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW. THEREFORE, WE MUST

CONTINUE TO BUILD ON OUR ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD. AS WE CLEAN

UP THE SINS OF THE PAST, WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT OUR GENERATION

DOES NOT POLLUTE THE AIR WE BREATHE, THE WATER WE DRINK, OR

THE SOIL IN WHICH WE GROW OUR FOOD.
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FOR ME, THESE LAST THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN A DREAM COME

TRUE. A DREAM THAT I, AS GOVERNOR, COULD HELP BUILD A BETTER

NEW JERSEY. A DREAM THAT I COULD HELP TAP NEW JERSEY’S GREATNESS

AND BRING IT TO FULL FLOWER.

I HAVE NEVER HAD A JOB SO SATISFYING, SO FULFILLING,

AND SO CHALLENGING AS BEING THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE. I

HAVE NEVER HAD A JOB THAT OFFERED SUCH A GREAT OPPORTUNITY

TO SERVE, TO MOTIVATE, TO LEAD THIS STATE THAT I LOVE.

AND I HAVE NEVER SEEN NEW JERSEY SO PROUD AS SHE IS TODAY.

I BELIEVE IN THAT PRIDE.

I BELIEVE IN NEW JERSEY.

AND I BELIEVE IN THE FTYI’URE THAT LIES IN STORE FOR US

IF WE ONLY SI EZE IT. -- C -

V

NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THESE LAST HTREE
\.V

V

YEARS. AND THIS IS NO TIME TO TURN BACK.
- 7 /c &

THEREFORE, I AM A4- TODAYLkT I AM P CM4DA,

,4Jt pe I S (a— i-’. L T’ of) C ‘ 4
‘--.,

‘- j

WILL SEEK RE-ELECTION THE THE OFFICE I PRESENTLY -- AND

PROUDLY-- HOLD.

THANK YOU.
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NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THREE YEARS,

ON THE COLD JANUARY DAY WHEN I RAISED MY HAND TO BE

SWORN INTO THIS GREAT OFFICE, NEW JERSEY FACED A TIME OF

TESTING. I SAID AT THAT TIME THAT THE NATION WOULD BE

WATCHING HOW WE MET THE MANY CHALLENGES BEFORE US.

THOSE CHALLENGES WERE DEMANDING -- AND OUR RESPONSE HAS

BEEN FORTHRIGHT AND POWERFUL.

IN THAT INAUGURAL ADDRESS, I ASKED THE PEOPLE OF NEW JERSEY

TO JOIN ME IN SUMMONING ALL OF OUR RESOURCES FOR THE TASKS

AT HAND. YOUR RESPONSE HAS BEEN A RESOUNDING BURST OF PRIDE

AND ENERGY THAT IS NOW SEEN AND FELT NOT ONLY IN OUR STATE,

BUT ACROSS THIS NATION.
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TODAY, THREE YEARS AND SOME MONTHS LATER, NEW JERSEY IS

NO LONGER A FOLLOWER -- NEW JERSEY IS A LEADER1

I COME BEFORE YOU TODAY BECAUSE I’M VERY PROUD OF WHAT

ALL OF US TOGETHER HAVE ACCOt1PLISHED.

IN JANUARY OF 1982, AS I TOOK MY OATH, THOUSANDS OF YOUR

FELLOW CITIZENS WERE OUT OF WORK. SINCE THAT TIME, OVER

3OOOOO JOBS HAVE BEEN CREATED IN HEW JERSEY -- THE GREATEST

EflPLOYNE1’JT SURGE IN FOUR DECADES

WE’VE ADDED JOBS AT A RATE TWICE AS FAST AS THE COUNTRY

AS A WHOLE.

IN JANUARY OF 1982, OUR UNEMPLOYMENT RATE STOOD AT 9.2%,

FAR HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. WE’VE DROPPED THAT

RATE BY OVER THREE FULL PERCENTAGE POINTS -— AND IT IS NOW

MORE THAN A FULL POINT BELOW THE NATIONAL RATE.

I ENTERED OFFICE FACING A THREE BILLION DOLLAR BACKLOG

OF NEEDED TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS -- THIS AT A TINE WHEN

MUCH OF NEW JERSEY’S CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LAY DORMANT.
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WE HAVE ATTACKED THAT BACKLOG. IT IS BEING ELIMINATED.

ROAD BY ROAD, BRIDGE BY BRIDGE, ALL OVER THIS STATE.

TODAY OUR CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IS BOOMING. IT IS

BUILDING NOT JUST ROADS AND BRIDGES -- BUT HOUSES AND OFFICE

BUILDINGS AND STORES.

VIRTUALLY EVERY ECONOMIC INDICATOR THE STATISTICIANS

KEEP IS AT A RECORD HIGH —- RETAIL SALES, NEW CAR SALES,

CONSTRUCT ION CONTRACTS, NEW BUS I NESS I NCORPORATI ONS. THE

LIST GOES ON.

TIlE FACT IS THAT NEW JERSEY FACED A TRENEi’DOUS CHALLENGE.

WE’VE TURNED THAT CHALLENGE INTO A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY,

THE FACT IS THAT NEW JERSEY IS IN THE MIDST OF AN

ECONOMIC EXPLOSION -- AN EXPLOSION FUELED NOT BY GOVERNMENT,

BUT BY THE VITALITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE.

THIS ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN HELPING THOSE WHO CREATE

JOBS, NOT HINDERING THEN,

VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE 330,000 JOBS WE’VE ADDED IN THESE

LAST THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR.
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OUR GOVERNMENT HAS fiQI CREATEDf1.AKE-WORK JOBS; IT fj

CREATED THE ENVIRONMENT TO ATTRACT REAL, LONG LASTING PRODUCTIVE

JOBS,

OUR GOVERNMENT STOPPED CREATING PROBLEMS -- AND STARTED

WORKING FOR SOLUTIONS1

WE’VE STOPPED TAXING PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES OUT OF THE STATE1

WE’VE CUT TAXES INSTEAD —- THE NET WORTH TAX, THE INHERITANCE

TAX, THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE SURTAX,

AND TODAY, JOBS ARE STREAMING BACK INTO i’JEW JERSEY BY THE

THOUSANDS,

WE’VE CUT THE FAT OUT OF GOVERNMENT -- AND CREATED A STATE

WORK FORCE MORE DEDICATED TO SERVICE THAN TO BUREAUCRACY1

WE’VE USED MODERN MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES TO “DO MORE WITH

LESS” -- AND CUT $100 MILLION A YEAR IN UNNECESSARY SPENDING

FROM THE BUDGET1 WE’VE TURNED A $500 MILLION DEFICIT INTO A

$600 MILLION SURPLUS.

!HAT I HAVE TRIED TO DO IN THESE LAST THREE YEARS IS

CARRY THE SPIRIT OF REFORM -- THE WILL TO BE THE BEST —- AND
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THE KNOWLEDGE THiT NEW JERSEY AJ 3 BEST

AND WHO WOULD HAVE GUESSED THAT THIS YEAR’S DEBATE I4

THE NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE WOULD NOT BE OVER WHICH TAXES TO

RAISE, BUT WHICH TAXES TO CUT -- NOT ABOUT REDISTRIBUTING

WEALTH BUT ABOUT CREATING WEALTH -- NOT ABOUT SHARING PAIN

BUT ABOUT INCREASING PROSPERITY1

WE CONFRONTED THE PROBLEMS Ii’I OUR SCHOOLS WITH A COIPREHENSIVE

BLUEPRINT FOR EDUCATION REFORM IN NEW JERSEY —- A BLUEPRINT

DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE BOTH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE TO

REACH FOR EXCELLENCES TO BREATHE NEW LIFE AND NEW IDEAS INTO

THE CLASSROOM BY ATTRACTING NEW TALENT AND THEN TO GIVE OUR

SCHOOLS THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO DO THE JOB. I BELIEVE IF WE

CONTINUE ON THIS PATH, NEW JERSEY WILL HAVE THE FINEST SCHOOLS

IN THE NATION.

WE HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT NEW JERSEY”S CHILDREN ARE NEW JERSEY’S

HOPE FOR TOMORROW, AND WE HAVE ACTED O THAT RECOGNITION1 AND

OUR COLLEGES LONG NEGLECTED, ARE BEING GIVEN THE HELP THEY NEED

AND THE FREEDOM TO PURSUE THEIR INDIVIDUAL PATHS TO GREATNESS.
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WE HAVE LOOKED THE PROBLEM OF CRIME SQUARELY IN THE EYE,

AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF CLIMBING CRIME RATES AND OVERCROWDED

PRISONS, WE SAID ENOUGH. WE HAVE ENACTED TOUGH NEW LAWS, PUT

MORE POLICEMEN ON THE STREETS, AND BUILT THE PRISONS NECESSARY

TO ASSURE THAT CRIMINALS SERVE OUT THEIR FULL SENTENCES AND, WE’VE

STARTED AT LONG LAST TO HELP THEIR VICTIMS.

AS A RESULT, IN THE LAST THREE YEARS OUR CRIME RATE IS DOWN

OVER 20%.

WE HAVE ASSAULTED OUR GARDEN STATE’S COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTAL

PROBLEMS WITH A COMMITMENT TO A CLEAN NEW JERSEY.

WE HAVE BLAZED A PATH INTO AREAS WHERE OTHER STATES ARE

TAKING THEIR FIRST TIMID LOOK, WE HAVE BEGUN THE LONG,

DIFFICULT TASK OF CLEANING UP OUR TOXIC WASTES, AND AS FORMER

EPA ADMINISTRATOR BILL RUCKELS[IAUS PUT IT, WE ARE ALREADY

“LIGHT YEARS AHEAD OF ANY OTHER STATE.” WE HAVE ADVANCED A

LONG-TERM SOLUTION FOR GARBAGE DISPOSAL WHEN OTHER STATES ARE

JUST WAKING UP TO THE PROBLEM. WE HAVE FOUGHT TO PROTECT OUR

OCEAN. WE HAVE PRESERVED OUR PRECIOUS PINELANDS AND ADDED

THOUSANDS OF ACRES TO NEW JERSEY STATE PARKS.
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IN THREE YEARS, WE HAVE HELPED BUILD A CLEANER, SAFER,

?RE PRODUCTIVE HEW JERSEY1

WE’VE BROUGHT OUT OUR STATE’S VITALITY.

WE’VE AWAKENED THE PROMISE OF THE HUDSON WATERFRONT, ND

SPARKED NEIl SALES OF SOUTH JERSEY’S FARM PRODUCTS.

WE’VE BROUGHT THOUSANDS OF NEW TOURISTS TO THE JERSEY SHORE,

AND BROUGHT NE1’i HOPE AND JOBS TO OUR CITIES,

FROM THE HIGH CLIFFS OF THE PALISADES TO THE LOW LANDS OF

THE PINE BARRENS -- FROM THE DELAWARE RIVER AT THE GAP -- TO

THE ATLANTIC OCEAN AT THE CAPE -- THERE IS AN EXCITING NEW PRIDE

IN OUR STATE.

NEW JERSEY IS DOING WELL, BUT WE CAN DO EVEN BETTER. NOTHING

BUT A RETURN OF OUR OLD DOUBTS CAN HOLD US BACK.

WE NUST NEVER TURN BACK THE CLOCKS WE MUST NEVER RETURN

TO THE OLD DAYS OF MORE GOVERNMENT; OF TIRED SCHOOLS, OF

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES, OF FAILED PROMISES AND OF SELF DOUBT.

OUR JOB IS NOT FINISHED.
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WE HAVE BUILT THE FOUNDATION, NOW WE MUST BUILD ON THAT

FOUNDATI ON.

WE MUST NOT REST UNTIL EVERY MAN AND WOMAN IN OUR STATE

WHO WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB.

WE MUST PRESS ON UNTIL OUR CHILDREN, WHETHER THEY LIVE

IN A CITY, SUBURB OR A FARM, ARE GUARANTEED THE RIGHT TO A

FIRST CLASS EDUCATION, NOW, MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, THAT

EDUCATION WILL DETERMINE NOT ONLY THEIR FUTURE BUT THE FUTURE

OF OUR STATE AND COUNTRY.

AND, WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THE LAND WE OCCUPY

TODAY IS BUT A TRUST FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW. THEREFORE, WE MUST

CONTINUE TO BUILD Oi OUR ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD, AS WE CLEAN

UP THE SINS OF THE PAST, WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT OUR GENERATION

DOES NOT POLLUTE THE AIR WE BREATHE, ThE WATER WE DRINK, OR

THE SOIL IN WHICH WE GROW OUR FOOD.

IN NEW JERSEY OUR VIBRANT ECONOMIC FUTURE DEPENDS ON A CLEAN

AND HEALTHY ENVIRONNEiff.
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IN LAW ENFORCEMENT WE MUST CONTINUE THE TOUGH APPROACH

OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, ALWAYS REMEMBERING THAT IT IS THE

VICTIM, NOT THE CRIMINAL WHO DESERVES OUR HELP AND ATTENTION1

AND WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THERE ARE THOSE AMONG US

IN THIS BLESSED STATE WHO ARE SIMPLY UNABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES.

WE OWE THEM OUR HELP. THERE CAN BE NO STRENGTH WITHOUT

COMPASS I ON.

AND FINALLY, LET tIE SAY A WORD ABOUT OUR REPUBLICAN PARTY.

IT MUST BE INCLUSIVE NOT EXCLUSIVE -- THE PARTY OF THE WORKER

IN THE FACTORY, OF THE STUDENT STARTING COLLEGE, OF THE SMALL

BUSINESSMAN SEEKING TO EXPAI’iD, OF BLACK AS WELL AS WHITE.

IT MUST BE THE PARTY OF FIRST GENERATION AMERICANS JUST AS

PROUD OF THEIRIIERITAGEAS THOSE WHOSE ANCESTORS CAME TO THESE

SHORES LONG AGO.

THIS MUST BE THE PARTY OF ALL THOSE WHO SEEK TO CREATE

AND EXPAND OPPORTUNITY SO THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS OF NEW JERSEYANS

CAN HAVE EVEN GREATER FREEDOM TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL THAN
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WE OR OUR GRANDPARENTS HAD BEFORE US.

FOR NE, THESE LAST THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN A DREAM CONE

TRUE. A DREAM THAT I, AS GOVERNOR, COULD HELP BUILD A BETTER

NEW JERSEY. A DREAM THAT I COULD HELP TAP NEW JERSEY’S

GREATNESS AND BRING iT TO FULL FLOWER.

I HAVE NEVER HAD A JOB SO SATISFYING., SO FULFILLING,

AND SO CHALLENGING AS BEING THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE. I

HAVE NEVER HAD A JOB THAT OFFERED SUCH A GREAT OPPORTUNITY

TO SERVE, TO MOTIVATE, TO LEAD THIS STATE THAT I LOVE.

AND I HAVE NEVER SEEN NEW JERSEY SO PROUD AS SHE IS TODAY.

I BELIEVE IN THAT PRIDE.

I BELIEVE IN NEW JERSEY.

AND [BELIEVE IN THE FUTURE THAT LIES IN STORE FOR US

IF WE ONLY SIEZE IT,

NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THESE LAST THREE YEARS.

AND THIS IS NO TIME TO TURN BACK.
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REMARKS OF GOVERNOR THOMAS H1 KEAN

CANDIDACY ANNOUNCEMENT IN SOUTH JERSEY

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, L985
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NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THREE YEARS,

ON THE COLD JANUARY DAY •WHEN I RAISED MY HAND TO BE SWORN IN

TO THIS GREAT OFFICE, NEW JERSEY FACED A TIME OF TESTING, I SAID

THAT THE NATION WOULD BE WATCHING HOW WE MET THE MANY CHALLENGES

BEFORE US AT THAT TIME1

THOSE CHALLENGES WERE DEMANDING --- AND OUR RESPONSE HAS

BEEN FORTHRI(HT AND POWERFUL,

IN THAT INAUGURAL ADDRESS, I ASKED THE PEOPLE OF NEW JERSEY

TO JOIN NE IN SUMMONING ALL OF OUR RESOURCES FOR THE TASKS AT

HAND, YOUR RESPONSE HAS BEEN A RESOUNDING BURST OF PRIDE AND

ENERGY THAT IS NOW SEEN AND FELT NOT ONLY IN OUR STATE, BUT

ACROSS THIS NATION,



-2-

TODAY, THREE YEARS AND SOME MONTHS LATER, NEW JERSEY IS NO

LONGER A FOLLOWER --— NEW JERSEY IS A LEADER.

I COME BEFORE YOU TODAY BECAUSE I’M VERY PROUD OF WHAT ALL

OF US TOGETHER HAVE ACCOMPLISHED,

IN JANUARY OF 1982, AS I TOOK MY OATH, THOUSANDS OF YOUR

FELLOW CITIZENS WERE OUT OF WORK. SINCE THAT TIME, OVER 300,000

JOBS HAVE BEEN CREATED IN NEW JERSEY --- THE GREATEST EMPLOYMENT

SURGE IN FOUR DECADES,

WE’VE ADDED JOBS AT A RATE TWICE AS FAST AS THE COUNTRY AS A

WHOLE,
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IN JANUARY OF 1982, OUR UNEMPLOYMENT RATE STOOD AT 92

PERCENT, FAR HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. WE’VE DROPPED

THAT RATE BY OVER THREE FULL PERCENTAGE POINTS --- AND IT IS NOW

MORE THAN A FULL POINT BELOW THE NATIONAL RATE.

I ENTERED OFFICE FACING A THREE BILLION DOLLAR BACKLOG

OF NEEDED TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS --- THiS AT A TIME WHEN

MUCH OF NEW JERSEY’S CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LAY DORMANT.

WE HAVE ATTACKED THAT BACKLOG, IT IS BEING ELIMINATED ROAD

BY ROAD, BRIDGE BY BRIDGE, ALL OVER THIS STATE.

TODAY OUR CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IS BOOMING. IT IS BUILDING

NOT JUST ROADS AND BRIDGES --- BUT HOUSES AND OFFICE BUILDINGS

AND STORES.
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THE FACT IS THAT NEW JERSEY IS IN THE MIDST OF AN ECONOMIC

EXPLOSION --- AN EXPLOSION FUELED NOT BY GOVERNMENT, BUT BY THE

VITALITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE1

THIS ADMINISTRATION BELIEVES IN HELPING THOSE WHO CREATE

JOBS, NOT HINDERiNG THEM,

VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE 330,000 JOBS WE’VE ADDED IN THESE LAST

THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR,

WE’VE STOPPED TAXING PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES OUT OF THE STATE1

WE’VE CUT TAXES INSTEAD --- THE NET WORTH TAX, THE INHERITANCE

TAX, THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE SURTAX,

AND TODAY, JOBS ARE STREAMING BACK INTO NEW JERSEY BY THE

THOUSANDS,
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AND WHO WOULD HAVE GUESSED THAT THIS YEAR’S DEBATE IN THE

NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE WOULD NOT BE OVER WHICH TAXES TO RAISE,

BUT WHICH TAXES TO CUT --— NOT ABOUT REDISTRIBUTING WEALTH BUT

ABOUT CREATING WEALTH --- NOT ABOUT SHARING PAIN BUT ABOUT

INCREASING PROSPERITY,

WE CONFRONTED THE PROBLEMS IN OUR SCHOOLS WITH A

COMPREHENSIVE BLUEPRINT FOR EDUCATION REFORM IN NEW JERSEY --— A

BLUEPRINT DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE BOTH TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE

TO REACH FOR EXCELLENCE; TO BREATHE NEW LIFE AND NEW IDEAS INTO

THE CLASSROOM BY ATTRACTING NEW TALENT; AND THEN TO GIVE OUR

SCHOOLS THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO DO THE JOB. I BELIEVE IF WE

CONTINUE ON THIS PATH, NEW JERSEY WILL HAVE THE FINEST SCHOOLS IN

THE NATION.



-6—

WE HAVE RECOGNIZED THAT NEW JERSEY’S CHILDREN ARE

NEW JERSEY’S HOPE FOR TOMORROW, AND WE HAVE ACTED ON THAT

RECOGNITION, AND OUR COLLEGES LONG NEGLECTED, ARE BEING GIVEN

THE HELP THEY NEED AND THE FREEDOM TO PURSUE THEIR INDIVIDUAL

PATHS TO GREATNESS,

WE HAVE LOOKED THE PROBLEM OF CRIME SQUARELY IN THE EYE,

AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF CLIMBING CRIME RATES AND OVERCROWDED

PRiSONS, WE SAID. ENOUGH, WE HAVE ENACTED TOUGh NEW LAWS, PUT

MORE POLICEMEN ON THE STREETS, AND BUILT THE PRISONS NECESSARY TO

ASSURE THAT CRIMINALS SERVE OUT THEIR FULL SENTENCES AND, WE’VE

STARTED AT LONG LAST TO HELP THEIR VICTIMS,

AS A RESULT, IN THE LAST THREE YEARS OUR CRIME RATE IS DOWN

OVER 20 PERCENT1
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WE HAVE ASSAULTED OUR GARDEN STATE’S COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTAL

PROBLEMS WITH A COMMITMENT TO A CLEAN NEW JERSEY.

WE HAVE BLAZED A PATH INTO AREAS WHERE OTHER STATES ARE

TAKING THEIR FIRST TIMID LOOK. WE HAVE BEGUN THE LONG, DIFFICULT

TASK OF CLEANING UP OUR TOXIC WASTES, AND AS FORMER EPA

ADMINISTRATOR BILL RUCKELSHAUS PUT IT, WE ARE ALREADY “LIGHT

YEARS AHEAD OF ANY OTHER STATE.” WE HAVE ADVANCED A LONG-TERM

SOLUTION FOR GARBAGE DISPOSAL WHEN OTHER STATES ARE JUST WAKING UP

TO THE PROBLEM, WE HAVE FOUGHT TO PROTECT OUR OCEAN. WE HAVE

PRESERVED OR PRECIOUS PINELANDS AND ADDED THOUSANDS OF ACRES TO

NEW JERSEY STATE PARKS,

IN THREE YEARS, WE HAVE HELPED BUILD A CLEANER, SAFER, MORE

PRODUCTIVE NEW JERSEY.

WE’VE BROUGHT OUT OUR STATE’S VITALITY.
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I AM ESPECIALLY PROUD TO STAND BEFORE YOU AS THE GOVERNOR

WHO DEDICATED HIMSELF --- FROM THE DAY I FIRST SOUGHT OFFICE AND

THE DAY I FIRST TOOK OFFICE ——— TO MAKING SOUTH JERSEY A FULL

PARTNER IN OUR STATE’S POWER AND GROWTH.

SOUTH JERSEY HAS MANY STRONG VOICES IN MY

ADMINISTRATION --- MORE THAN EVER BEFORE. YOU ARE REPRESENTED BY

NOT ONE, BUT FIVE CABINET MEMBERS --- MORE THAN EVER BEFORE IN

THE HISTORY OF THE STATE,

I HAVE MADE MORE AND HIGHER-LEVEL APPOINTMENTS OF CITIZENS

FROM SOUTH JERSEY THAN ANY GOVERNOR BEFORE lIE. AND I’VE MADE

MANY OF THOSE APPOINTMENTS TO POSTS THAT ESPECIALLY DECIDE THE

FUTURE OF SOUTH JERSEY, WHEN I CAME INTO OFFICE THERE WERE NO

CASINO CONTROL MEMBERS FROM SOUTH JERSEY. EVERY ONE OF THE THREE

NEW CASINO CONTROL COMMISSIONERS I’VE APPOINTED COMES FROM THIS

PART OF THE STATE.
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AND THIS WINTER, I WAS FINALLY ABLE TO SIGN THE AMENDMENTS

TO THE CASINO REINVESTMENT PROVISIONS. THOSE PROVISIONS KEEP THE

GREAT MAJORITY OF THE MONEY IN THE SOUTHERN COUNTIES --- WHERE IT

BELONGS,

BUT WE HAVE TO KEEP REMINDING THE REST OF THIS STATE AND THE

REST OF THE COUNTRY THAT SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY IS ONE OF THE MOST

PRODUCTIVE, FRUITFUL AND BEAUTIFUL REGIONS I KNOW -—- IN ANY

STATE, YOU DESERVE YOUR FULL SHARE OF OUR STATE RESOURCES.

THAT’S THE PROMISE OF ROUTE 55 --- THAT’S A PROMISE I MADE

TO KEEP --— AND IT’S A PROMISE THAT WILL BE COMPLETED EARLY THIS

FALL.

I’VE DEVOTED OUR ATTENTION AND RESOURCES TO CAMDEN --- WITH

A PUBLIC/PRIVATE VENTURE TO BUILD A REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION

CENTER --— A NEW URBAN ENTERPRISE ZONE —-- AND A COMMISSION TO

REVITALIZE THE CITY’S WATERFRONT1
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I’VE SIGNED BILLS TO PUMP MILLIONS OF NEW DOLLARS INTO

HEALTH CARE AND RESEARCH IN SOUTH JERSEY, I EARMARKED FUNDS IN

MY SCIENCE AND HIGH TECH BOND ISSUE TO BUILD AN ADVANCED COMPUTER

TECHNOLOGY CENTER IN CAMDEN COUNTY, AND AN ENGINEERING SCHOOL IN

BURLINGTON COUNTY,

I’VE WORKED TO PROMOTE THE REGION’S INVALUABLE AGRICULTURE,

I BELIEVE FARMING AND THE FOOD INDUSTRIES ARE TWO OF THE MOST

IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES IN THIS STATE ——- AND THEY MOSTLY HAPPEN IN

THE SOUTHERI’ HALF,

FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE STATE IS ACTIVELY PROMOTING

NEW JERSEY FARM PRODUCTS, OUR JERSEY FRESH CAMPAIGN IS A HUGE

SUCCESS --- AND IT’S STILL GROWING,
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I WAS PROUD TO SIGN THE RIGHT—TO-FARM ACT AND THE FARMLAND

PRESERVATION ACT —-— THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FARM LEGISLATION THIS

STATE HAS SEEN IN DECADES. WITHIN THE NEXT 60 DAYS, WE WILL BE

BUYING THE FIRST DEVELOPMENT EASEMENT RIGHTS --- THE EASEMENT OF

1,500 ACRES IN BURLINGTON COUNTY,

WE’VE AWAKENED THE PROMISE OF THE HUDSON WATERFRONT, AND

SPARKED NEW SALES OF SOUTH JERSEY’S FARM PRODUCTS.

WE’VE BROUGHT THOUSANDS OF NEW TOURISTS TO THE JERSEY SHORE,

AND BROUGHT NEW HOPE AND JOBS TO OUR CITIES.

FROM THE HIGH CLIFFS OF THE PALISADES TO THE LOW LANDS OF

THE PINE BARRENS —-- FROM THE DELAWARE RIVER AT THE GAP —-- TO

THE ATLANTIC OCEAN AT THE CAPE --- THERE IS AN EXCITING NEW PRIDE

IN OUR STATE1
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NEW JERSEY IS DOING WELL, BUT WE CAN DO EVEN BETTER,

NOTHING BUT A RETURN OF OUR OLD DOUBTS CAN HOLD US BACK1

WE MUST NEVER TURN BACK THE CLOCK, WE MUST NEVER RETURN TO

THE OLD DAYS OF MORE GOVERNMENT, OF TIRED SCHOOLS, OF MISSED

OPPORTUNITIES, OF FAILED PROMISES AND OF SELF DOUBT,

OUR JOB IS NOT FINISHED1

WE HAVE BUILT THE FOUNDATION, NOW WE MUST BUILD ON THAT

FOUNDATION,

WE MUST NOT REST UNTIL EVERY MAN AND WOMAN IN OUR STATE WHO

WANTS TO WORK CAN FIND A JOB,
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WE MUST PRESS ON UNTIL OUR CHILDREN, WHETHER THEY LIVE IN A

CITY, SUBURB OR A FARM, ARE GUARANTEED THE RIGHT TO A FIRST CLASS

EDUCATION1 NOW, MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, THAT EDUCATION WILL

DETERMINE NOT ONLY THEIR FUTURE, BUT THE FUTURE OF OUR STATE AND

COUNTRY.

AND, WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THE LAND WE OCCUPY TODAY

IS BUT A TRUST FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW, THEREFORE, WE MUST CONTINUE

TO BUILD ON OUR ENVIRONMENTAL RECORD, AS WE CLEAN UP THE SINS OF

THE PAST, WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT OUR GENERATION DOES NOT POLLUTE

THE AIR WE BREATHE, THE WATER WE DRINK, OR THE SOIL IN WHICH WE

GROW OUR FOOD,

IN NEW JERSEY OUR VIBRANT ECONOMIC FUTURE DEPENDS ON A CLEAN

AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT.

IN LAW ENFORCEMENT WE MUST CONTINUE THE TOUGH APPROACH OF

THIS ADMINISTRATION, ALWAYS REMEMBERING THAT IT IS THE VICTIM,

NOT THE CRIMINAL WHO DESERVES OUR HELP AND ATTENTION.
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AND WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THERE ARE THOSE AMONG US IN

THIS BLESSED STATE WHO ARE SIMPLY UNABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES, WE

OWE THEM OUR HELP, THERE CAN BE NO STRENGTH WITHOUT COMPASSION.

AND FINALLY, LET ME SAY A WORD ABOUT OUR REPUBLICAN PARTY1

IT MUST BE INCLUSIVE NOT EXCLUSIVE --- THE PARTY OF THE WORKER IN

THE FACTORY; OF THE STUDENT STARTING COLLEGE, OF THE SMALL

BUSINESSMAN SEEKING TO EXPAND, OF BLACK AS WELL AS WHITE,

IT MUST BE THE PARTY OF FIRST GENERATION AMERICANS JUST AS

PROUD OF THEIR HERITAGE AS THOSE WHOSE ANCESTORS CAME TO THESE

SHORES LONG AGO.

THIS MUST BE THE PARTY OF ALL THOSE WHO SEEK TO CREATE AND

EXPAND OPPORTUNITY SO THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS OF NEW JERSEYANS

CAN HAVE EVEN GREATER FREEDOM TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL THAN

WE OR OUR GRANDPARENTS HAD BEFORE US.



— 15 —

FOR ME, THESE LAST THREE YEARS HAVE BEEN A DREAM COME TRUE.

A DREAM THAT I, AS GOVERNOR, COULD HELP BUILD A BETTER NEW JERSEY.

A DREAM THAT I COULD HELP TAP NEW JERSEY’S GREATNESS AND BRING IT

TO FULL FLOWER,

I HAVE NEVER HAD A JOB SO SATISFYING, SO FULFILLING, AND SO

CHALLENGING AS BEING THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE. I HAVE NEVER

HAD A JOB THAT OFFERED SUCH A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE, TO

MOTIVATE, TO LEAD THIS STATE THAT I LOVE.

AND I HAVE NEVER SEEN NEW JERSEY SO PROUD AS SHE IS TODAY,

I BELIEVE IN THAT PRIDE.

I BELIEVE IN NEW JERSEY.

AND I BELIEVE IN THE FUTURE THAT LIES IN STORE FOR US IF WE

ONLY SIEZE IT.
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NEW JERSEY HAS COME A LONG WAY IN THESE LAST THREE YEARS.

AND THIS IS NO TIME TO TURN BACK1

THEREFORE, I AM TODAY ASKING THE PEOPLE OF NEW JERSEY FOR

PERMISSION TO CONTINUE1 TODAY I AM ANNOUNCING THAT I AM A

CANDIDATE AND WILL SEEK RE-ELECTION TO THE OFFICE I

PRESENTLY --- AND PROUDLY --- HOLD.

THANK YOU,


