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The Music GovernorsCreateand Inspire

Theresnomusiscswedébthe Americaarasthe musadpolitics.

RobertTaylor,Governorof Tennessee
1887189118971899

Thispaperis astopatthe intersectiofetweemusicandgovernorspoth songswrittenaboutgovernorsas
wellasmusicsomegovernorsvroteor performedthemselvedVhilethe numberof knownsongsandtunesin
thismini-genreis too smallto providea basisfor grandhypothesessomeoffer smallwindowsinto discrete
chapter®f Americarpoliticalhistoryandseverateveathe musicahbilitiesof individualpoliticians.

At alllevelsthebodyof musicconnectedo Americarelectorapoliticsisnotlarge Songsboutthe actionsof
specificofficeholdersare rare, and campaigrsongswritten to support particularcandidatesend to be
forgottensoonafter therally orcampaigifior whichtheywerecomposed.

Theonecampaigsongto haveenduredn popularcultureis TheMTA Songyhichwasa nationahit singlein
195%and isstillwidelyrememberedndsungmorethan50yeardater Writtento supportwalterA.Od Bra e n,
candidatseekingo becomeVayorof Boston,TheMTA Songold of arecentsubwayareincreas€® 6 Br i e r
opposedhatwasto be collectedspassengeexitedhetrain.0 C h a théhiereof tide songJacksthe nickel
neededo disembarland isthereforefatedo tridef o r eagoet rim@who never e t u rUnfa@tdnatély,

for O 6 B r thes © h unlikelycommerciasuccessamea full decadafterhis electoratiefeatin 1949.To
addinsultto injury, the groupthat sangt - The KingstonTrio - optedto changeD 6 B r firgt nathafrom
Walterto Georgesothat therousingast chorubecame:

NowyolcitizensfBoston

D o wydithinki tagcanddiathepeopleaveopaynday
Fighthdarencreasmtéor GEORGEO 6 Br i e n
GetpooCharlieftheMTA."

Withinthesmallsubsebf politicalsongghat mentiongovernorsmostareaboutthosewho soughtthe White
House- their nationalcampaigngheir activitiesn office and, in the caseof former GovernorsWilliam
McKinley from OhicandFranklinD. Roosevelt from Nework, their deathsvhileservingasPresident.

Mc Ki n assagsinatiom 1901 sparkeda songusuallycalledTheWhiteHouséBluegView that has
survivedas a bluegrasstandard. Writtesoon afterthe sadevent,the songcontainsthe oddly
uncompassionatae, 0 H u kttke childrend o nyéufret; You knowy o w@walpensionatyourd a d dy 0
d e a Ndvertbelesd or perhapsn partasaresultd it continuesasa frequentlysungand recordecballad.
Mostgroupskeepthe songfocusedon McKinley,but one recordedon Election Day in 1976 rewrote

it to expressvery limited expectationsor GeorgiaGovernorJimmyC a r taaticipagedise to

the presidency.

Thispapertouche®n music related &6 governors, including 18 whoaenegoundtheir way into songnd
10 who themselvesademusic.Twod Huey Long of_ouisianaand W.LeeO & D a n Tegal fabh ifto both
categorieAlsodiscussedrethree musicianshosegubernatorial candidacwesre unsuccessful.

-2-
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The Music of Governors

SamHouston Tennessee 18271829 Texas 18591861
SamHoustonis the only governorto haveheld the postin two statesin 2006,former Massachusetts
GovernorWilliamWeld(19911997madeanattemptto followin hisfootstepsAs he publiclyexplorecarace
for thesamgob inNew Y ork state Weldtold audienceaboutHouston:

Samwasgovernorof the stateof Tennesseandthenthe first governorof TexasWhenmy friend
LamarAlexandefrom Tennessegsovernorfrom 19791987andU.S. Senatosince2003]heard
aboutmy interestin runningfor governorherein New York, he gaveme a copyof the famousSam
HoustonbiographyTheRaverandtold me,d6 Y o likéSlarhH e @ quitterjustlikey o u tolé him
hewasright.| think, like SamHouston,| 6 alwvey$een grincipledquitter’

Anotherviewof SanmHoustoncomedrom a songwrittenby PhilipGibbs.Gibbscameto writeit afterhehad
beend s t u d Iptof MexxaHistoryé particularlyaboutol' Sam:

| wantedo focuson Sam'sostyears betweermennesse& TexasApparentlyhewaslateto marry
for apoliticianHe wasGovernornf Tennesseand35 andhe wasstronglyadvisedo takea wife.He
did, and shortly thereafterit all fell apartand he quit his job as Governorlike it wasa job
dishwashiny.

SanH o u s tBluebisteh
Howcoulglou learealonen topfthisnountain

Hangingom tl‘mgefathousaridot Sh@bop A’THE PETROLEUM AGE 3:57

"~
2. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN'S BLUES 2:56

dangling : . STEPHEN F. AUSTIN'S BLUES 2:56
4. GALLOWS’ ORPHAN g =

GovernofTennessee S 2

Yousaveleatomarryne 6N THE MDDLE OF

Theryou lefbealonen topfthatmountain s STING WA

9. SILVER DUST; v
1030 MINUTES AT, THE STATION, 3:18. HJ
pRn A 2

HeleffTennessatheArkansa€herokeange IL1DIDNT NOTICE 302
Drinkin@lldaynateepéeargettihgspain :
ShevenbackoheGallatilmome
Shevagust togounpbdeftalone
All alonen top tiatmountain

Mr. Sanwashelluvaan asellknow

If it hadbeenptohimthere'd hanevdreeabattlattheAlamo
Governof2 greadtates

& Alabamaearlgleared fage

Alwayseemtabeupon topfamountain

RobertTaylor Tennessee 1887189K 18971899
RobertTaylorandhisbrotherAlfred wereboth knownin Tennessefer playinghe fiddleat countrydances,
andalsofor their politicalcareersSoonafter Robertsecuredhe Democratichominationfor Governorof
Tennesse@ 1886,the RepublicarParty enlistedbrother Alfred to opposehim. During the campaign,
accordingo writer BurginMathewsn his booklettitled, Singin@overnofEddlingsenators, T hbeothers
traveledhestatedebatindpy day,singingandfiddlingby night,andoften sharinga hotel bed beforemoving
ontotheirnexte n g a g elmealditionto §ervingwiceasgovernorRobertis remembereth the nameof a
fiddlewaltzthatbecamd&nownaso B of'ta y IMarrdcsh . 0
[ReadnorabouRobefayloandhisbrotheklfred]
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William Spry Utah 19091917

A halfcentunafterleavingffice,thelateUtahGovernorWilliamSpryreceiveda shoutout of sortsin asong
writtenby PhilOchsaboutunionorganizedoeHill. After Hill hadbeenconvictedf murderandsentencetb
deathjt wasGovernorSpry,alongwiththe UtahBoardof Pardonswho, respondindo a requesfrom then
Presidenandformer New JersegovernonWoodrowWilson temporarilystayedhisexecutionStateofficials,
howeverconcludedhatno newevidencdademerge@ndGovernorSprywasamonghoserefusingo issue
a seconddelayOn Novemberl9,1915 JoeHill wasexecutetdy afiring squadPhil Ochswasa prominent
andinfluentiakingersongwritemthe 1960svitharepertoirdargelycenterean songsof politicalandsocial
commentanandadvocacy.

JoeHill

€ NowWilliamSpryasovern8ipry
Andalifewasistohold
Onthdastppedklbgovernaesr
"Maythd_ord haveereynyow o u | €

EverPresidantilsoheldptheday
Butevehewouldail
Fomobodearthesousearchwgrds
OfthesouintheSalt_akeCityj a i | é

Now somsayloevaguiltpscharged
Andsomsayevasnévetinere

Andl guesmbodyill ever know
'‘Causthecountecor@dld i sappeared' é

Saywherewenganthidairlandnevemyniommall
In thedustgarktheseordarenarked
In betweatithecrackgpotheva | | €

It'stheveriastinghatlo&lill wrote
Whemmeknewhathisdaysverthrough
"Boyshissmyasandinalwill
Gooduckoallof you, good taakofyott

Alfred Taylor Tennessee 19211923

Alfred TaylowasfinallyelectedjovernoB5yearafterhe hadlostto hisbrother.(RobertTaylorhaddiedin
1912.His nametoo, found itswayinto afiddletunewhena huntingcompaniorwrote,or at leastnameda
tune,0 ATy IFoxChase. 0

[ReadnoraboullfredTayloandhisbrotheRobert]
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Al Smith New York 191921& 231929
Al Smith,thefour-termGovernorof New Y ork,wasthe Democratipresidentialomineegn 1928.While his
supportfor the repeabf prohibitionwasnot sufficientto gainhimthe WhiteHouse |t did garnematleasttwo
musicaéndorsementd.he one betterknowncomesfrom UncleDaveMacon(18701952),a popularbanjo
playerandvaudevillentertainewho later becamihe first starof the GrandOle Opry:

Governor Al SmithView]

Al Smitthominated poesidentrlin'.
Al Smitmominated poesidedgrlin'.
Al Smitmominated poesident,
Myvoteéohiml'm agonna presdat]in'.

Al Smithsamightfinenand ar | i n' é
Hewant®bepresidenbafianddarlin'.

Moonshinbeemeréongnougtharlin'.
Let'sallvoteightindhetridothiss t uf f , dar |l i n' é

Anotherpro-Smithsongthatexplicitlypraisedisrecordasao g ogpalv e rcamefnrond the CarolinaNight
Hawksfrom AsheCounty ,North CarolinaRecordedh AtlantaonApril 17,1928theb a n lshdjastDonald
Thompsorrecalled:

| washopingour recordwouldhelpAl Smithbut! d o rthinkit evergot far enoughalongto help
him much.He gotdefeatedEvenso,l thinkwe didaprettygood job on ourecord™™

Perhap& wasabadomenfor the Smithcampaigwhenthemusiciansettheirwordsto the tuneof ThéWhite
Hous8lueghe songthathadtold of theassassinatiaf Presiden{18971901)andformerOhio Governor
(18921896) William McKinley:

GovernorAl SmithFor President
L e nodnimatd Smithnominatsay,
Thern efthrougbrelectiatay,
Getthroughllthevay!

Hemadagoodoverngouallwillagree,
H e thakdégoodresidentga®dscan be,
Yedewill,yesewill!

CalintheNhiteHouspreparirfighisrest
Al anchisbuddiesaointheibest
H e loantbwin, bounalwin

HooventhenorthlandH e firisghisgun
S mi inDixtewinningvemyne
Hardtobeathardobeat

-5-

Centeron the AmericanGovernor,Eagletorinstitute of Politics,RutgersUniversityhttp://governors.rutgers.edu.



http://governors.rutgers.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDOVtc_g0tw

TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Pat Neff Texas 19211925

The mostd andperhaps only influentialsongabouta governomwasa personapleawritten by a prisoner
askinghathisjail sentencee reducedThe writerwasHuddieLedbetterywho wouldlatergaininternational
renownasthe folk singerandmajormusicainfluence&knownasLeadBelly Butin 1924 he wasseveryears
intoa 30-year senten@the ShawsStatePrisonFarmwhenTexassovernorPat Neff caméo tour the facility.

L e d b equitaplayidgndsinginghadreceivedufficientocalattentiorthathe wasgiventhe opportunity
to performfor the speciajuestandwrotea songfor the occasionthatbegan:

T
HEAR HEAR HEAR

PAT M. NEF

OF WACO :

TODAY AT 2 P. M.

THE BIG MAN OF TEXAS
RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR

Wo seed put late elfect tha principles
Do i adeacating

Remember (he baur, 2 o'clack p. m.
You will bear semething yoo've heen longing to
Mear for yrars

AT COURTHOUSE §

Governor Pat Neff

In nineteduindreahdwendhree,
Whehgudgmokmylibertawafromme

| lefimywifevr i hedpandscdk r yi n 0,

Saying L o r oherdyndoatm&@rofmi ne . 6

| toldnywifdoefoldefthdandif | neveromoreebedahebest shan.
If I hadGoverndlefflikeyolwgotme,

| @dwakeipinthemo r hwouldset yak

OnJanuary5,192550v er nor Ne helry?@yearaima t b dsertteacéodnsurderenabling
himto walk outof theHuntsvillePenitentiarpafreema . 6

-6-
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Huey Long Louisiana 19281932
EveryManA Kingthe popularnamefor LouisianaovernorHueyL o n pgldatferm,becamehe title for a
campaigsongco-writtenby LongandCastroCarazo:

Every Man A Kingview GIVE THE PEOPLE A GOVERNOR
Whyweep silumbémerica, Land of baaderue

Withcastlesctlothirmndood fadl, All belonts/ou

Ev'rymarakingev'rynaraking, Foyolcarbeamillionaire
Buttheresomethimglongitapthers,
Theresnoudbrallpeopteshare
Wheiit'ssunnjunandDecembieoQOrinthevintetimerspring
There'bepeaceithowndiEv' ryneighbafriend)Vithev'rynaraking.

HUEY P. LONG

The songgainedenewedife in 1974whenit wasarrange@nd recordedoy RandyNewmanfor an album
calledcoo®ldBoysAlsoonthelLP is asongwritten byNewmaraboutHueyLong:

Kingfish
...WhauilthehighwadgBatofRouge?
Whautupthenospital abdiltyowschools?
Whdooksafteshikickerkeyou?
TheKingfisto

WhayavapartattheRoosevidlitel?
Andinvitethevholeorth hatffthestatdowtheréorfree
Thepeoplethecity

Hadtheieydsuggimyt
Causevegnefyouookeplistikeme

KingfishKingfistgveryboding
KingfiskKingfisikverynaraking

WhaoolontheStandard Qilen
Andwhippeteiass
Justikehegpromisée'dlo?

Ain't ncStandar@ilmegonna run thiate
Gonnaeunbylittlefolkdikemeandyou

Kingfiskingfish
Frienafthevorkingnan
Kingfiskingfish
TheKingfisgonnsavthidand

-7-
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O.K.Allen Louisiana 19321936

Nine yearafterHuddieLedbettewasreedin Texashe wapack irjail, butthistimein Louisiana.
Writingto thiss t agowe@da OscarK. (O.K.) Allen,herecycled linefrom his songto GovernorNeff
beginning, asehadin Texasbyestablishintheyear:

GovernorOK Allen[View}

In ninetedmindrexhdhirtytwo
Honorabfeovern@.KAllen)] 6 m pdyoeiadi ng
I lefimywifevringifgehandanccrying,

0 Ho n dGovarb@r.KeAllensavthatmarofmi ne. 6

Like TexasGovernorNeff eightyearsearlierGovernorAllen pardoned_edbetteisoonafterhearinga song
that mentionedhim by name.ln this casehoweverthe releasapparentlyowed more to the lobbyingof

folkloristsAlanandJohnLomax,whohado v i sheRemitentiann searctof inmatesvho knewfolksongs,
blues palladsteligiousnaterialandw o r k s BIm fgcs, thedsubsequentlyecordedversionsof this song
follow theverseaboveaskinghat tobereleasewith the onesbelowexpressingratitudeo now befree.

The final versecould be the eventualcenterpiecdor any forthcoming collectionof songsmentioning
LieutenanGovernorsy namé':

Whem lookeththegpapethehwasurprised
Wheh savthenumbéehrebundrexhdwentfjve.
| knowmyw i Qomrg@as@ndshout
Wherthdrainrollsupand coms&teppiogit.

Honorab(geovern@.K Allenrememlibemthaesofmylife.
Hestudiedpaplartosend seanynemotheimwives.
Whewyouwvritgyoaletter, pledse forget
Thelieutena@overnblonorabir. [JohB.]Fournet
HadyouGovern@.K.Allen Jikeyou gate

| would wakeinthemorning, let potioreprieveé.

Immediatelypon his release,.edbettebecameohnL o machauffeuandwassoonbeingintroducedto
concertaudienceaso L eBedl Ower.thé next quartercentury,he would recordhundredsof songsand
storiesandperform on stageandon radioacrosghe countryandin Europe.LeadBelly died from ALS on
Decembei6, 1949 justeight months beforehis songdo Go o d h r g hydhé folk singingquartetThe
Weaverdecame hit andthe bestsellingeecordin the country””

-8-
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Harold G. Hoffman New Jersey 19351938

Harold G. Hoffman servedas Governorof New Jerseyor one term and had the distinctionbeingboth
precedednd followedby the sameman, A. Harry Moore (19261929,19321935& 19381941).Hoffman
harboreddoubtsaboutthe guilt of Bruno Hauptmannwho hadbeenconvictedf kidnappinghe Lindbergh
baby;soonafterbeingelectedhe secretlyisitedHauptmannn prison.

Ho f f macaird 1934inspireda campaigrsongcalledH-O-F-F-M-A-N with wordsand musicby Amos
Harker.The originalsheeimusicincludesa biographynotingthatthe 38yearold Hoffmanisnotonlyo t h e
youngest candidatger taseekheofficeof Governorin NewJ e r @ thathde aadrchfoe of shamand
hypocrisyn politicsaforceful pleasaranddynamispeakewho hasbeenheardn everynook andcornerof
hisstate a keerstudentof economicsandpoliticalscienceandatirelessvor k er . 6

H-O-F-F-M-A-N [Listenq
Youknowsomenavhasnostrangayou  (Recording 6OHF-F-M-M-A-N performiegBill Bly,
Heisfamouwslovethestate. with intro and remardsby Weingart, on 11/4/13 at

From northgoutFrontheeagbthavest, the Eagleton Institute of POllthS)
H e @mwmrthat yoallknowsgreat.

He & ¢ e rfnerdhendllightotheend,

Justosethaty o allireagshjuare.

Sd egetdehihomandvorkill wdind

Thath epérshétthey o v echair.or 6 s

H-O-F' -Vl /
Chorus 3% W
H-O-FF-M-AN j;g; === i".;‘"ﬂug 4

Nowif you capell, why,e lieréatell
T h athen@drmefawonderfuan.

H.O.doublespelHOFF g
Justioptheesbuif you can. g :irf :
Thegur&newvhathewerdoing Fﬁ#‘
Whetheypametthdassyllable MA N 6 .

(t?i&?—;li'_f 3{-&:14;;

Nowhehassmile
Thatmakelsfeworthvhile

H e @bandlefvigoandsim. '% =

Fronthemountain$SusseérSunnZapélay _9 o i e b v 1 4 .
Therarghousana®rkintprhim. .4’”'% {_-z S g
H e @atpfight fahehingthaeraight, e ,41,‘_ = f%?}ﬁ% |

Withouanyblustearbluff.
H e @regulagguyandnaybte h avllyd s
Most v e rygllotprieOF-Is.
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Earl K. Long Louisiana 1939194019481952&19561960

EarlK. LongwasL o0 u i s46"49"add8§1" Governor.First servingbriefly in 1939and 1940afterthe
resignatiof GovernorRichardLechehe won his own four-yeartermeightyeardater.DuetoL oui si an
restrictiorpreventinggovernordrom servingnore thanone consecutiveerm, Long hadto sit out the 1952
election,but he returnedfour yeardaterto serve

from 1956t0 1960 Alternatingwith Longfor most

of thoseyearsvasthe muchmore musicallimmie
Davis, who servedasL o u i s #8& and 52'S
governor.

Whenhe wasagairunableo seekanothertermin
1960,Governor Long insteadran for Lieutenant
Governor.Whilethe campaigmasunsuccessfut,

led countryand rockabillysingerJayChevalierto

write andrecord 0 T hBalladof EarlK. Long. 0
Releasedsa singleduringthe campaignthe song
becamearegionahit.

Thirty-five yeargaterin 1995 Chevaliehimselfranfor LieutenantGovernorbut wasdefeatedy Kathleen
Blanco.He was,howeverjnductedinto the RockabillyHall of Fame,LouisianaMusic Hall of Fameand
LouisianaPoliticalHall of Fame.

After defeatin@hevalieathleerBlancoventonto greater fameservingwo termsasLieutenantGovernor
andthen,in 2003 beingelected. o u i s54"GavanGosThe first womanto hold the postin Louisiana,
B | a nterm\Basdefinedby HurricaneKatrinaand its aftermath.Choosingnot to seeka secondtermin
2008 shewassucceedebly BobbyJindala candidatshehaddefeatedour year®arlier.

Jindalvasre-electedn 2012anevent madpossibldy al966amendmerto the Louisianaonstitution
allowinggovernorswo consecutiveerms.

GovernorEarl K. Long[Listeh
Talkabout yodackson, your R&bedeSingibouDavefronTennessee
Waydown sotutithebayoland, AnodeRobitHoodsaleadirgsclan

SingSind.ouisiana sisgn@bouheBattlef Nevdrleans
Clapyouhandandsinghissong, Jagittlestory of Earl Kong

Drivin@rounshablackimousingyerywhérgyoes, h eagresigscene
All ofthdolkcomeommilearoundustosetheshowhehehitsown

Drivin@round settingstatenawhirl, Sayidgo n avornjystdrudincl& ar | é

Somsay ewdosg, otheoso Theesbfthepeopjasd o knawt
Thisonghinghewillallagre®ldUncl&arlismakingistofy
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W.LeeOO6 Dani el Texas 19391941

[View] [View2
W.LeeO 6 D a istheerllygovernorto havebeenboth the subjecbf songanda musicalperformerhimself.
His entryinto politics,in fact,wasfueledby the prominencéne hadgainedrom promotinghis Hillbilly Flour
Companywith awesterrswingbandthatplayen radioshowsandin live appearanceBroughouthe state.
Althoughthe band wasalledVN.LeeO & D a & TheLlghtCrustDoughboysor sometime®V.LeeO6 Da ni e
& His Hillbilly Boys, O 8 D a maitleetsangnor playedan instrument.Rather,he presidedover band
performanceservingas somethingof a playby-playmasterof ceremoniedHe is, however,creditedwith
writingd B e a U te ix fmsohgsungandrecordedy manyperformersncludingWillie Nelson.And in 1940
midwaythroughhistermin Austin,TheBarX Cowboysecordecdsong abouD 6 Da n i €eTheBlusBohnkte d
Governor.

Decadeafterhisdeathin 19590 6 D a waistteebasidor thecharacteo P a @6 D a rplayedydCharles
DurningintheCoenB r o t P080fils,® BrotherWhereAr t THou ? 0

WhenO 6 D a wasadctedsovernor of Texasin 1939in his first racefor office, he defeated 2 other
candidates.He wasthenre-electedn 1940.Whatis probablymore memorablethan any accomplish
mentsduringhisshorttermsin Austin,howeverwashis electiortothe U.S.SenateneyeataterO6 Da ni e |
pathto Washingtorbeganon April 9, 1941when John Morris Sheppardwho had represented exasin

the Senatesince 1913,died in office. Exercisinghis power as governor, O 6 D a masporhdedby
appointingAndrew JacksorHouston to fill the seat.Houston,the son of former Texasand Tennessee
Governor SamHouston, wasalsoat the time of his appointment86 yearsold. Two months later,just

after turning 87, Houston too passedaway.This time, O 6 D a nalleeldnd entereda speciaklectionin

which he narrowly defeatedhenCongressmabyndonB. Johnsonlt wouldbe the only electionJohnson

lost.

= ol C JEie
£ 0'DAN Lo

IYBOYS &, =
e bucauoYS

* O 0 D a rvicteryind1939wasnoted acrosshe countrywith TheChicagDailyNewswriting,"Mr. O 6 D a with éid ,
spurof-themoment candidacy, higlbilly band hisradiopersonality, ankisé t ur n t he p ol iwasijusti an
what Texas ordered. A similar, though more pointed, assessment appeared in The Boston Globe: The political swe
by Flour SalesmaW. LeeO 6 D a andhes hillbilly banddownin Texasndicateshat the lunaticfringe,whichappears

in month of economidepression, is producingptienomena of political patemedicinenen.” (Quotedby Cary Ginell

in album notes for W3 L ee380exBsRose Rdcords,rSdgarkandsTexds, 19820 i |
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

The Blue BonngBovernor [Listeh
Thebuckeyeldhesunflowia@hinkyou ougbknow
ThatGovernbeeO 8 D ava®omihOhio
Youwknovwoursonardamoubistorypeaksdthem
SaelltheTexabludonned h ipmd@déhim

H e thesludonngovernor
ThepeopHllovéinso
Becaubkeendpsofessional
Jusplairascalico

HeworksvithhisHillbillyBoys
Singingpngsthanarwiththeplow
Andtheébludonnekeptheipromise
Forh ea8osof Texasow.

Ellis Arnall Georgia 19431947

| 6Guindg o WriteTo TheGovernof Georgiay ChampionJackDupree(19091992)wasrecordedn 1946.
Returningo the US afterspendingwo yearsn a Japaned@OW camp,Dupreewasdismayedo find racism
similato whathe hadexperiencebeforethewar.In this song,Dupreementionsno specifiagovernoithough
atthattime Ge o r gavaendrwaskEllis Arnall. Arnall had beenprecededn office by EugeneTalmadge
(19331937, 1941943)andfollowedby T a | ma sbriHertan(1947,19481955)"

Jimmy Davis Louisiana 19441948% 19601964

[View] [View2

Thegovernomwho mostsuccessfullylendedong careergn both politicalandmusicwasJimmieDavisfrom
LouisianaDavisservedwo distincttermsasgovernor,one from 19441948andthe otherfrom 19601964.

His bestknownandmostlastingegacyhoweveris probablymusicalhighlightedoy the songo Y cAte My

S u n s hwhicke haé enduredthrough the
decadesand, since 1977, beenL oui si an
official statesong.
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Roy Aculff TennesseeCandidate 1948

Roy Acuff wasa majorcountrymusicstard sometimesalledd T h - E

King of CountryMu s id frofn hisfirst appearancen the Grand LECT
Ole Opry in 1938until hisdeathin 1992.n 1948 Acuff wasthe
Republicamomineefor Governorof Tennessebut receivedonly
33%o0f thevoteashelost toformer GovernoGordonBrowning.

ACUFF

_GOVERNOR
ESDAY Nov 2

A cnilv FF

GOVERNOR
TUESDAY NOV 2

Adlai Stevenson lllinois 19491953
While only governorfor oneterm, AdlaiStevensowasthe Democraticnomineefor Presidentn both 1952
and1956 Althoughhisdefeat®y DwightEisenhowewereby largemarging11%in 1952and14%in 1956),
Stevensoavokedpassionatenthusiasnandenduringaffectionfrom manyof his supportersSeverasongs
werewrittenabouthis nationatampaignscludingVeWantAdlai:He Know$heScordheManWith TheHole
In His ShoeBelievia StevensdmuGottaGottawin ThisTimeandWe dViaddyforAdlai*™

Madly ForAdlai [Listeh

We dnad¥forAdlaiforPresident
A statesmuarnthexperiensiee
We dnaddforAdlaifoPresident
Hehagheoveradibility

H e dogragedumedtue

In himwaallbelieve
Andwithhisknowhoworthgob
H e Wwhathepeopieed

We @vitheimandorhim

Hip, hiphooray
TheWhiteHousaeedsVir. Stevenson
We dnad¥forAdlaiforPresident

Sd esenidlisdowioWashington
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Orval Faubus Arkansas 19551967

Orval FaubusvasGovernorof Arkansagor six two-yearterms.He gainednationalattentionin 1957for
callingup the NationalGuardto try to preventthe high schoolin Little Rock from beingintegratedAfter
choosingiot to run againn 1966 Faubusvassucceedeoly WinthropRockefellef19671971) whomhehad
defeatedwoyear®arlierHis laterattemptgo returnto the officein 1970,1974and1986wereall rejectedy
Arkansagyoters.

Both of the two knownsongsaboutGovernorFaubusrecriticalof hisraciapoliciesOneincludedn a1962
bookletof songsput togetheby the Intermountair-olk MusicCouncilin SaltLakeCityis introducedas,0 a
songwhichexpressease feeling®f manypeopleduringthe Little Rockepisodeawhileb a cakdseto t the
tuneof TheJers@utchét

Governor Faubus

GovernéaubusfArkansas

Stoodptothegovernmantbrokéhdaw;
StationgobopatalLittleRoclschool house ..
Whenhekidsgotheraghisswhatheg a w é Roc kv Mountain

Rocky Mountain

ThabigldankandheNational Guard
Werd e usedd&hey o v daolnor 6 s
P | anughdmtibesidef white
Justokeeightidsfrom @ o tosch@ol

Federaldge dhlat@rkansagovernor
Togithistroopawajronthatchool

the intermountain

folkmusie couneil

Z2O0===AmrerrerQOMN

solt loke ettty — 1962

MayoofLittleRockphhevasaight
Whemmecallethatgoverrmdamnexddfool.

C

0

L

L

A:
published by

7)1

]

0

i

ThatArkansagovernisaboubstart
A civiwamllovethesouth
Putsnen mind of wHahcoln said,
Wecannatanasadivideldouse.

1.2¢

The other,a sly,satiricahumbettitiedFablesfFaubysvaswrittenby the greatjazzbassistbandleadeanc
composerCharlesMingus(19221979) The journalistMatthewKasselwritesthat Mingus,0 n strangeto
socialcommentaryrecordedtwo welkknown versionsof thiss o n & a 6 sbadkd@raindon the song
continuesd T hfiest wasmade,instrumentallyon the 1959albumMingusAh Um which containssucl
enduringcompositionaisGoodb¥Rorkpielat whichisdedicatetb Lestery oung,andBetteGit It in YourSou
Mingushadwantedo recordthe tunewithlyrics but Columbiahislabelatthetime,refusedo let him do it.
And so the secondrecordingwhichcameout in 1960 on the album CharlesMingusPresent€harle
MingugéCandid)and,for contractuateasonsyasrenamedriginaFablesf Faubuyscontainswords. At the
beginningf thetrack Mingussay%itingly,"We'dliketo continughisset witracompositiordedicatedo the
first, or seconcbr third, alFAmericarheel.™
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Fable®f Faubus

Oh,Lord don'tetem shaat!

Oh,Lord, don¢tenstalus,

Oh,Lord don'tetentarandeathess!
Oh,Lord homorewastikas!

Oh,Lord homor&uKluxKlan!
Namenesomeowbo'sdiculoudannie
Governéaubus!
Whyishesasickandidiculous?
Hewon'permintegratedc h o ol s é
Twofoursix,eight:
Theyprainwasind teagbihate.
H-E-L-L-O,Hello.

Bill Scranton Pennsylvania 19631967

Bill Scrantorwaselectedn 1962asthe 38" Governorof Pennsylvaniin 1964 ,with ArizonaSenatoBarry
Goldwaterseemasthe frontrunnerfor the Republicampresidentiahominationmore moderateRepublicans
triedto startad d r fud rt a MmbvemeatHe announcethis candidacgn Junel2" just weeksbeforethe

party conventionselectedsoldwateras the nominee.Earlierthat year,a group calledthe 0 Scr dnt o n
PresideninformationC e n t hadiséuéanLP withexcerpt®f Scrantorspeechesn onesideand,on the
other,versionf the Bill Scrantdpolka bothwith andwithoutwords.

Bill ScrantoriPolka [Listeh

Hestarteth Scrantarsa favoriteonA fightingennsylvanian

BillS c r aawinceusber h eh tedbisgortheStatefPennsylvaNiextjobfor
ScrantamillbéVashingtdrorBill therssoneightiouse

We Gendirfgm rightotheWhiteHouseNe @lif@Scrantdnom Pennsylvania

VoteBill ScrantoHewillbeafightingresident, VBitScrantohewillbeamightyresident
VoteBill Scrantongta strongggrespvesideBill Scrantdn eoGreanyotstraighiRepublican
H e bulildastrongdrettdd SA.
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Milton J.Shapp Pennsylvania 19711979

governorprobablyleft a largerimprint than eitherhis
1976 Presidentiatampaignor his music.Shappwas,
however,a songwriterand composemith at leasttwo
unproducedmusicals.His Watergatera song, 0 T h e
Balladof RoseMary( Wo o dvasreledsedsasingle
sungby Sud evinson” [Listeh

Mi It on Shappos I nterest

songs, all apparently written by Shamself. Two two

B. and Carl Krasik Collection of Pennsylvania and Presidential Political MemorabiGi, 5, M8S 1068,
Thomas and Katherine Dettibrary and Archives.

One of the records Stand UgAnd Fighfor The Things You Standr ' J
(Theme Song of Milton )Shegeid has a vocal version one side anc |

instrumental rendition (not included here) on the other. Interesting s.I.ANn Ilp \

record is dated 1959 although, as noted by Alex Kurland, a Cul’

I ntern at the Heinz Center, St FIGHT FOR THE THINGS YOU STAND FOR

not for governountil 1966. RS 8 T
THEME SONG / MILTON SHAPP
The ot her record i s from S h | o N At s ot AR cusTER

campaign. As summarized by Ku
two different songdMi | t on Shapp Ca fgtahand \\
Make Sure in fi0stefy some wth campaign voiceovers and others v =

just the songsé Sinduee véicedver oflsamece AR oy =hPe -
tal king angrily in an echoey ‘ o e )

THE BALLAD OF ROSE MARY
s 1. shewn)
SUE LEVINSON
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Pennsylvania was also the subject of several campaigr

sided vinyl 45s were unearthed by the Senator John
Heinz History Center where they are part of the Elaine
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http://governors.rutgers.edu/testing/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Shapp.Make_.Sure_.In_.70.mp3

TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Jimmy Carter Georgia 19711975

Jimmy Carter finished third when he first sought the Democratic gubernatorial nomination in 1966, bt
victorious in 1970 and served as Governor of Georgia frordl@9B1Prohibited by the Georgia Constitution frc
seeking a second conseauterm, he focused on hj
longshot, ultimately successful race for
presidency in 1976. After one term in the W
House, Carter was defeated for reelection by Rq
Reagan.

If there is music associated with his Geo
campaigns or stint as goverrbey are not currentl
known. But once Carter was on the national stag
became the subject of numerous sermsgsne filled /yq)
with praise | ike o0Car|@s
O6Jones, some skeptica -.
John Stewart, and some,elik 0 Eat i n T
Peanuts and Drinking 1
just peculiar novelties (even if you knew, as
country did at what Jt
brother.

Jimmy Carter with WillieNelson

The song about Ji mmy Carter that mRlya [neicshdythanmuche
admired singesongwriter Dan Bern, was written for a movie of the same name directed by Jonathan D
2007. It beginsateh st art of Carterds | ife:

In 1924 a Georgia son was born to James Earl and Lillian Gordy of Plains.
He went on to become an American like none. Jimmy Carter was his name.

The song, which | i ke the mo
passing reference to Carter
with these words:

e h atsthedV&ddle Bast, makag ool

Vi
0s years oplanting

A perfect truth might not be of this world

Solve one problem, two more remain

But folks iving free in peace and harmony

That 6s the prayer of the man from Pl ains.
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TheMusic GovernorsCreate and Inspire

Dan Walker lllinois 19731977

Dan Walkerreceivedhationalattentionwhen he waselectedGovernorof lllinois in 1972.Aided by the
attentiorandnamerecognitiorhe hadreceivedrom walkingacrosghe statetherewasspeculationhat he
might somedaynfor president. Hipoliticalcareeendedour yearsaterhowever, when Hailedto winthe
Democratigrimaryfor re-electionLaterWalkemwasconvictedf bankfraudunrelatedo histimein office
andservedL8 monthsin prison.

In the middleof Wa | kgeibematoriaierm, StanHitchcock,a Nashvillebasedingemwith hit recordsand
nationallysyndicatetklevisiorshowswasapproachetly the lllinois DemocraticParty 6 a b gronioting
somecountry music concertsto raisemoneyfor theirFund. 6 Hi t chcock expl ain

GovernorWalkerwasto be the focal point of the concertsmakingappearancest eachshow. |
promotedthe showsé in townsacrosdllinois. | workedcloselywith GovernorWalker,andwe
becamdriends.He wouldinvite meto the Gov. Mansiorfor mealsvith him andhisfamily.He was
an extremelypersonablgentlemarand| reallylikedhim.l wastakenwith the story of his walk
acrosdllinois andsatdown in my hotelroom one nightand wrote the song.l sangit for him the
next dayandhe got prettyexcitedaboutit. David Clevengerthe headof the DemocraticFund,
askedme if | wouldrecordit if theypaidfor it. Sowe did andit cameout duringthe time of the
concertandl woulddo it ateveryshow.Newsweblagazingid a storyonit abouta countrysinger
writing the songboutWalkerasdid the Chicagbribun&?

A WinnerWalking Home[Listeh
lllinoisurcomesinindprougihecornstalkstheroadh en@lkingn
Andthebrightighshowad|thedusbrhisclothes
Hesureouldssomeest

Butthéhopeenddreanwthidellowan
Keepimwalkingcrosisd_and

| ta@rgiongvayogo
Hisbackstiredbutohissoul
H e &snnarvalkingome

Grandmasavinigontheront porch,
Farmeimingfronmhdields
Lordtheypeedimso

Stoppirsdacountstore,
Sweatainenthedenim shiréwvore
WithahandshakedalookhatellsHe r e 6 s
amarthaimearjgst whiesays

Nexttimghat sawhismanl

reachediandshookishand

Congratulatigns

Y o uniagdenamefGovernbran
Knowandrustedllacroskidand
Peopfeonallwalk®flifebringou theprobleraadyoudisten
Yest h eawiené&amirgpnié’
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