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GOVERNOR TARGETS EIGHT PERCENT CUTS FOR CURRENT FISCAL YEAR
Challenges Mayors to Find Ways to Implement Real Property Tax Relief

Governor Jim Florio today told mayors and other
ATLANTIC CITY
local elected officials from throughout the state that he has told
members •of his Cabinet to look for ways to implement cuts of up to
eight percent in their budgets for this fiscal year.
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The Governor then issued a challenge to the mayors group to make
sure residents get property tax relief, from state programs that take
“We’re going to do our part in Trenton,” he said,
effect next year.
citing the state takeover of welfare and social service programs as
well as the additional $1 billion in school funding aid now paid for by
county and local taxpayers.
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But he issued another challenge as well:
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regionalization.
said the Governor citing joint libraries, combined police and fire
personnel, recycling programs and shared health inspectors.
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“With 481 local police departments and 588 school districts, more
school districts than Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware
combined,” he said, “there’s much more to do.”
He encouraged them to work together to find ways to save money
and meet the people’s mandate of making government work with less.
“Regionalization is one way,” said Governor Florio, “let’s find others.”
--

The Governor described his efforts to maintain the state’s Triple
A bond rating and submit a budget which was actually smaller than that
State budgets had historically grown at
of the previous fiscal year.
The budget for FY’91 grew by only 2
the rate of 12 percent each year.
percent, a rate far less than inflation.
But the Governor cautioned that, “Even with these 8 percent cuts,
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the budget won’t be smaller next year.
money we’ll collect through the state income tax will go right back
in the form of property tax relief and school funding for urban,
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